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From the Pastor 
I don’t know when we first noticed him. I know that Anna had spotted the elderly gentleman 

sitting in front of a sliding glass door in a house between our house and Winthrop one morning while 
we were taking Travis to work. After a few days of noticing him sitting there, blinds open so that he 
could catch the first rays of the sunrise, she pointed him out to me. Then we both began to watch. 
Sometimes when it was cloudy or dark he wouldn’t be there. Sometimes when we went up the road to 
take Travis he wouldn’t be there and then he’d be there when we were on our way home.  

After some time we noticed that he wasn’t there as often. Sometimes we’d see him on Mondays 
and Tuesdays and not for the rest of the week. Other times the house would be dark for most of a 
week. Sometimes there would be a yard full of cars and we’d guess that someone was ill, or that the 
family was gathering for another purpose. We never stopped, never even knew his name. Many times I 
would say a silent prayer for him as we drove by the house. 

You can see what’s coming: one day as we drove by we realized that things had really changed. 
We were able to tell that there had been a death at the house. For several days the blinds remained 
closed, and nobody seemed to go into the room with the sliding glass door and the overstuffed chair 
facing out. Then there were more changes—patio furniture appeared outside the sliding glass doors, 
then the blinds were opened and the furniture inside had been rearranged, then the furniture was 
covered and it began to look like the house was being painted. And we noticed all of this as we zipped 
up the road toward Rock Hill and then back down the road to the parsonage early in the morning 
taking Travis to work and then in the mid-afternoon when we were bringing Travis home. An 
anonymous man who probably never recognized the car that passed his house up and down the road 
twice a day—and yet we watched things change. 

I know that there are some folks who imagine God as being even more impersonal and 
uninvolved in the lives of his children than simply looking in four times a day or so for less than 30 
seconds at a time. I know that it is hard for us to understand how God can be personally related to each 
of us to the point where Jesus can say that the hairs on our head are numbered and he knows us by 
name. Yet, our faith tells us that God’s love for us is deeper and greater than we can even imagine, and 
that he does know us and love us by name. The Chancel Choir is singing a wonderful anthem this 
Sunday at 11:00 that exalts God and says, “He knows my name.” What a wonderful promise it is that 
God loves us and knows us by name. Our God is not a “drive-by” God, but a personally involved and 
loving God, who took human flesh when nothing else would work to bring us back into the right 
relationship with him. Our God is a “hands-on” God who loves us and cares for us even when we 
aren’t ready to be faithful and involved with him in the same way.  

In I Corinthians 13 Paul reminds us that now we only see in part, and understand only the dim 
reflection of what God’s love is like. He says that we see in part, but that we will reach the time when 
we will see face to face and know fully, even as we have been fully known. In the times we live in, 
when we don’t understand all we are experiencing, isn’t it wonderful to know that we serve a God who 
knows and loves? Whatever you’re facing this week, just remember that God knows and loves you and 
is with you through all of it. 
God bless each one, Gene Feagin, Pastor 



Sunday, January 31, 2010 
Scriptures:  Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Sermon:  “The WORD from the Heart” 
 

Passionate Spirituality 
Here’s an interesting statement to rate on our never to always scale: “Generally my public and private self are the same.” Is “what you see 
what you get” or do we act one way in public and another in private? The question is one of authenticity. It is easy for an attitude of spirituality 
to be assumed in public and then abandoned in private. How hard is it to live up to our faith? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUNDAY, January 31 

Worship Service ................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
5th Sunday, Sunday School Program & Breakfast ............. 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m. 
Biddy (5-9) Basketball Practice......................................... 3:00 p.m. 
Biddy (5-7)Basketball Practice.......................................... 4:30 p.m. 
Sr.Hi.UMYF ...................................................................... 3:00 p.m. 

Flower Ministry: UMMen 
Lay Reader: David Hodges 
Nursery Infants: Terri Versen & Sandy Pursley 
Toddler Church: Meg & Jason Munn 
Children’s Church: Marian Garner & Dicksy Broadwater 
Acolyte: Maggie McSwain 

MONDAY – February 1 

Morning Circle ................................................................ 10:00 a.m. 
Mite Girls Basketball Practice ........................................... 6:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY 2 
Older Adult Retreat (Feb 2-4)............Meet at the church 10:00 a.m. 
Mite Boys Basketball Practice...................................4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Circle #2 ............................................................................ 7:15 p.m. 
Adult Basketball ................................................................ 7:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY 3 
Fellowship Supper .....................................................5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir .................................................................... 7:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY 4 

Junior Troop ...................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 
FRIDAY 5 

Red Cross Blood Drive.................................................12-5:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY 6 

Lay Speaker Training ........................................................ 8:00 a.m. 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY, February 7 

Worship Service ................................................................ 9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Time ................................................................ 9:30 a.m. 
Cherub Choir Practice ....................................................... 9:40 a.m. 
Sunday School ................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m. 
Lay Speaker Training ........................................................ 2:00 p.m. 
Biddy (5-9) Basketball Practice......................................... 3:00 p.m. 
Biddy (5-7)Basketball Practice.......................................... 4:30 p.m. 
Sr.Hi.UMYF ...................................................................... 5:00 p.m. 
USHERS FOR FEBRUARY:  *Dick Sweigart, Chip Alexander, 
Tony Roberts, Chris Wood, Mike Smith, Keith McSwain. 
FIRST SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP:  FRIENDS Class 
TRUSTEES/FEBRUARY:  Mike Smith & Mary Jane Shuler 
ALTAR GUILD/FEBRUARY: Libby Brown  

WELCOME VISITORS/FEBRUARY:  FRIENDS Class 
VISITOR CARDS/FEBRUARY:   
PATH FOOD FOR FEBRUARY:  GRITS - so good to give our 
clients in the winter!  RICE - a little can go a long way! 
 
Sunday School Attendance Jan 24:  111 
Worship Attendance (9:00 am) Jan 24:   49 
Worship Attendance (11:00 am) Jan 24: 146 
Operating Fund received on January 17 ........................... $3,690.00 
                                              January 24 ........................... $4,446.15 
Operating Fund received up to January 24 ..................... $20,922.44 
Budget goal up to January 24 ($6,524 x 4)..................... $26,096.00 
MEMORIALS in memory of Benjamin Lemhouse: 

To the Operating Fund by Lee & Terri Alford. 
To the Choir Fund by Renee Barker. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

Our prayers are with Dick Sweigart, Susan Jones, Isem 
Pennington, Louise Smith, John Smith, Geneva Warren, Havern 
& Helen Brindle, Lois Crolley, Ernie Ulbricht, and Bebe Benfield. 
Also, we remember Doug Sexton, friend of Johnny McCoy; 
Marilyn Young, friend of Patsy Freeman; Jean Whittington, friend 
of Renee Barker; Landon Pertuset, friend of Edgar Hardin; Harold 
Wilson, father of Alicia Breakfield; Jewel Stackley, mother of 
Johanna Sipe; Betty Beck, sister of Bunny Whitesides; Virginia 
Baker, sister of Jo Hammond; Dot Caldwell, sister of Anne Hipp; 
Kinsley James, and Mackenzie Decuir. 
Our sympathy is with Kurt Lemhouse and his family following 
the death of his father Benjamin Lemhouse, on Friday, January 
22. 

The Trinity family also expresses sympathy to the family of 
Mrs. Blanche Lanier, widow of Dr. Worth Lanier. Mrs. Lanier 
passed away last week. Mary Sue Burns has contact information if 
anyone wishes to send expressions of sympathy. 
 

The PATH team wishes to thank the TUMC members for 
their continued support and loyalty. Always remember that 
anything that you do for PATH is helpful - putting the food of 
the month in the bins in the hall, donating funds for kerosene 
and power bills, bringing extra produce from gardens, 
collecting soup on SOUPER BOWL Sunday, etc.  With the 
current economic situation, PATH is seeing more and more 
clients who have never had to ask for help.  With 
your continued support, we are able to help them.  We are 
proud to be members of TUMC and are proud of YOU for 
your generosity.  Thank you.   
The TUMC PATH team - Cynthia Bradford,  Bill Huffstetler,  
Melinda McKeown, Mary Jane Shuler 

 
Come Help Sew 
On Thursday (January 28th) at 9:30 AM the new UMCOR sewing 
project begins.  We will be cutting, pinning and sewing school 
bags.  Help is needed in all of these areas.   If you have a sewing 
machine that you can bring, please do so.  If you need help getting 
it to the church, let Jill know and we’ll arrange a pick-up.    If you 
cannot help at church, but would like to sew at home, come by 
and get some fabric and instructions.   There will be some sewing 
machines at the church.  This is a new project, so be patient as we 
get “organized” and set up a smooth operation.   See you 
Thursday! 
 
 
Mark your calendars for January 31. Our 5th Sunday Sunday 
School time will be a very special one. We will offer breakfast 
from 9:30-10:15 or so. Those who attend the early service can 
come after worship and enjoy breakfast cooked by the UMMen. 
Those who come to the 11:00 service can come at their usual 
time, enjoy breakfast and then worship. We also are planning a 
special program with special music and spiritual reflection from 
several of our Trinity family from 10:10 to 10:45 as usual. Join us 
for this special 5th Sunday.  Breakfast will be eggs, bacon, grits, 
hashbrowns, assorted muffins, juice, coffee and milk.  Something 
for everyone!  Come, eat and share in fellowship.  Spread the 
word! 
 
 
NESEI Necklaces Available 

We have a good supply of necklaces available.  Because several 
folks have asked, we will have them in the parlor between first 
church and Sunday School on February 7th.   
 
 
Let’s Go to UMCOR/Sager Brown 

Trinity has been fortunate to secure the dates of April 3 through 
10 to work at the depot in Baldwin, Louisiana.   Our work will be 
packing supplies for relief efforts around the world, most 
probably for the recent earthquake in Haiti.  We still have some 
spaces available on the church bus.  If you are interested in this 
mission work or have questions, please see Bud Jones by 
February 7th.   This is open to singles and couples.   
 
 
Mississippi/Katrina Organizational meeting will be held on 
Monday, February 8 in the Conference Room at 6:30 for anyone 
interested in working on homes damaged by Katrina. The trip to 
Heritaqge UMC in D'Iberville, Mississippi will be March 13 - 20, 
2010.  Contact Kenny Jones at 684-7238 if you have any 
questions. 
 
 
There will be a very important meeting of the Education 

Team on Sunday afternoon February 14 at 4:00 in the FRIENDS 
Class. Every member of the Education team is asked to mark their 
calendars now and make every effort to attend.  At this meeting 
we will be discussing leadership concerns, beginning the planning 
for Vacation Bible School and setting other important dates and 
goals for 2010. 
 
 



SAVE THE DATE – UMW is having a Daughter Banquet (all females 
are daughters) on Saturday, April 24 at 11:30 am.  Tickets will be sold 
and Alice is planning on having a skit. 

 

Thanks, Trinity 
Last week, Trinity received the following note from Anita 
Henderlight and NESEI for our donation of 10 girl’s scholarships for 
the coming year.   Please see the mission bulletin board for the 
original note of thanks and pictures. 
“To the Trinity UMC Family: 

 For your continued prayers, financial support, and 

constant encouragement, ‘Thank You!’   On behalf of the 

students in Sudan, receive our joy-filled chorus of appreciation 

and love! ‘We sing for the Lord is our light! ”   

Peace and Blessings, 

Anita and NESEI” 

 
 

 

ALICE’S CORNER 
� The football teams are set and will get ready to play!  How will you 

prepare for SOUPER Bowl on February 7?  The youth will be 
collecting soup and money in soup pots after both worship services.  
These contributions will be given to PATH to help fight hunger here 
in York School District #1.  Go to the store in the next two weeks and 
buy some extra soups or stews and go to the bank and get some 
money to share.  Prepare for this “special Souper Bowl offering”! 

� A Trinity Church Family and friends snowtubing trip is planned for 
Sunday, February 21.  We will leave after Sunday School and go to 
Moonshine Mountain outside of Hendersonville, NC.  We will take 
the church bus and carpool. The group rate is $20.00 per person for 2 
hours of tubing. Let Alice know if you are going. 

� The Sr. High youth will attend the movie “To Save A Life” this 
Sunday afternoon, January 31.  Meet at the church at 3:00 pm and 
bring money for supper.  This film explores how saving a life could 
be just a matter of opening our ears to the cries of those hurting 
through the dramatic story of Jake Taylor. 

 

BASKETBALL GAMES FOR THE COMING WEEKEND (JAN 29 & 30) 

  Team                  Date & Time                                            Opponent                                                                               Location 
Biddy (5-7) Jan. 29 –   6:15 pm First Pres York @ Tirzah ARP 
Biddy A Jan. 29 –   7:45 pm Trinity Biddy B  @ Woodland UMC 
Mite Girls Jan. 30 – 12:00 pm Neelys Creek @ Tirzah ARP 
Mite Boys Jan. 30 – 10:00 am St. Mary’s @ St. Johns 
Senior Boys Jan. 30 –   1:00 pm St. Johns B @ Woodhaven Bapt 

 
 


